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1. Position in the national R&D system

The Institute of Zoology of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova (IZ ASM) is one of the 25 research institutions which belong to the Academy of Sciences of Moldova. This oldest institute is a leading and coordinating research body in zoology of aquatic and terrestrial vertebrates and invertebrates, in the conservation of wildlife biodiversity, working out the basis for the development of aquaculture and fish culture in Moldova.

2. Main mandate

Research and development, training and consultancy, sustainable use and protection of wildlife as well as monitoring and protection of aquatic and terrestrial animals, including:

Research on water quality in natural water bodies and in fish rearing ecosystems;

Research on effects of different compounds on the growth and development of fish and invertebrates;

Research in the field of zoology;

Research in the field of parasitology;

Setting-up and running water cadaster and the cadaster of wildlife, in capacity of the leading research and development institute;

Participation in preparation of annual report on the state of environment;

Scientific and didactic activities with university and master students of the higher education bodies of Moldova.

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 119

Scientists: 75 (59 full-time + 16 contracted); 59 with PhD

Specialists: 35

Support personnel: 9

Average age: 53 year

Ratio of females: 40.3%

4. Budget (structure of income)

about 162,000 Euro (2004)

Income structure:

Core fund from the ministry: 60%

National competitive grant funds: 8%

National contracted research programs: 26%

International competitive grant funds: 1%

Services: 5%

5. Main research areas

Multilateral research on the environmental state of aquatic ecosystems (on the basis of hydrochemical, hydrobiological, ichthyological and ecotoxicological parameters).

Rresearch on effects of biologically active and toxic compounds on the development of fish and frequent species of aquatic invertebrates.

Improvement and implementation of the technologies for breeding and rearing of commercially valuable fish species.

Research on the current state of the populations of terrestrial and aquatic animals (mammals, birds, insects, parasites, ichthyofauna, aquatic invertebrates).

Research in the field of palaeontology.

Participation in the training of university and master students. Providing scientific consultancy to the specialists in the fields of environment protection, fish culture and agriculture.

6. Events organized regularly by the institute

National Scientific Conference on protection of the biodiversity of wildlife and monitoring of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.

7. International collaboration (with formalized agreements)

University of California, USA, Riverside

Odesaribvod, Ukraine

Iasi, Romania

8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members

Odesaribvod, Ukraine (technology for breeding and rearing of the so-iuy mullet)

Institute of Hydrobiology of the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (pond husbandry)

Iasi, Romania (pond husbandry, technology for fish breeding)

9. Involvement in EU projects

Ongoing projects:  No

Projects in preparation:

INTAS
