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Report OF THE AD-HOC MEETING

of the

“AQUACULTURE EDUCATION” WORKING group 

THIRd Meeting of Directors of the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Central-Eastern Europe (NACEE)

Dubrovnik, Croatia, 28-30 September 2006

The report “NACEE Aquaculture education - present status” was presented by prof. Konstantin Tylik (Kaliningrad State Technical University, Russia), followed by an oral review by prof. Branko Glamuzina (University of Dubrovnik, Croatia). Both reports indicated a very diverse situation considering higher education in aquaculture in the member states and pointed to the need of the unification of courses including development of special parts specific for each university.

These reports were followed by a working group meeting of all universities inside the NACEE network, where each representative provided data on the present situation of aquaculture education at their universities and expressed their opinions about the structure of future cooperation and structure of the NACEE Master Programme in Aquaculture.

Short summaries of discussions of representatives

Belaya Tserkov’ State Agricultural University, Ukraine - prof. M. Kiva reported that Ukraine was entering EHEA, had 3 cycles of higher education and was in process of adoption of the Bologna Declaration (later in text: BD) principles.

University of Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina - prof. A. Ivanc reported that there was no aquaculture education in the country, but MSc should be started at the Faculty of Science in the near future.

Astrakhan State University, Russian Federation - prof. M. Egorov reported about the present status of education, with BSc, MSc and PhD studies in different disciplines connected to aquaculture

Kaliningrad State Technical University, Russian Federation - prof. K. Tylik reported about the present studies in fishery and aquaculture at the university and described possible problems in future cooperation, from financing of mobility of students, specification of the NACEE diploma and its recognition and exchange of curricula to the great diversity of studies.

University of Zagreb, Croatia - prof. T. Treer suggested fast action in exchange of curricula and adoption of the principle that the third semester of present and future Master courses should be a semester when the student visits and studies at another university. The programme should not be unified.

Kherson State Agrarian University, Ukraine - prof. Yu. Pilipenko provided some ideas to realization of the vision of the NACEE MSc Programme, with forming of blocks or modules of subjects and courses unique for each institution, ultimate unification of basic curricula and some sort of NACEE certificate as a supplement to the diploma.

University of South Bohemia, Czech Republic - prof. O. Linhart reported that his institute was involved in a PhD course, while BSc and MSc were executed at the Faculty of Agriculture. The new Master Programme should be in English and linked to institutes as bases of scientific excellence in aquaculture.

Banat University of Agricultural Sciences, Romania - prof. A. Grozea reported on the status of aquaculture education at the university, with specialization in fish farming and its transition to a BD Bachelor study. He pointed on possible problems of the future Master Programme, such as scholarship and funds for mobility and change of the present courses and studies.

“Dunarea de Jos” University, Romania - prof. N. Patriche reported that they specialized in food industry and that the present 4+2+3 education scheme would be changed from the next year to a BD 4+1+3.

University of Life Sciences, Estonia - prof. T. Paaver indicated a need to collect and publish at the NACEE web page all curricula of aquaculture studies at member universities.

University of Dagestan, Russian Federation - prof. F. Magomaev focused on student exchange and promotion of mobility and offered an invitation to potential students in carp and sturgeon breeding.

Astrakhan State Technical University, Russian Federation - prof. S. Ponomarev reported on education at his institution.

Szent István University, Hungary - dr. Á. Horváth reported that they started a new BD bachelor course, as a single degree with different specializations. He offered to act as the grantholder or coordinator of a TEMPUS project.

University of Kaposvár, Hungary - dr. Molnár reported that they started a BD bachelor study. He has no mandate to enter the Consortium. This will be done later.

The discussion was finished by a summary by prof. B. Glamuzina. The most important issues are the following: Two processes were identified as crucial in developing efficient higher education in aquaculture as one of the NACEE activities. The first is to initiate the process of recognition of courses, curricula and teachers among member institutions of the NACEE network. The second is to start preparation of a Joint Master Programme in Aquaculture and to prepare a proposal for a TEMPUS project. The grantholder institution should be from Hungary or the Czech Republic and the coordinator from one of the non-EU states, depending on the future activity.

A fruitful discussion was initiated by prof. T. Treer (University of Zagreb) with the aim to initiate a fast start of cooperation between the members of Consortium. The proposal was to combine the present MSc courses at different universities in a way that the first and second semesters should be organized by the home university, while the third semester could be a “visiting semester” at another university member of the Consortium. Each University should start the recognition process of MSc courses at all other university members of the Consortium.

The recognition should also be made by signing one document by all universities.

The process should be composed of:

· evaluation of the present MSc adapted to the principles of the Bologna Declaration 

· preparing a material for the NACEE web page where all these MSc courses should be presented 

· preparation of a programme for the third semester that will include the “best teaching practice and specificity” of each university, prepared especially for foreign students (i.e. the University of Dubrovnik will offer a semester on mariculture or the University of South Bohemia on fish reproduction, etc.)

CONCLUSIONS

1. The title of the new Master Programme should be: Joint NACEE Master in Aquaculture and Fisheries

2. The new Master of Science course should be composed of four semesters and 120 ECTS in total.

3. The first and second semesters’ structure should be unified, based on the evaluation of all present courses and future needs of aquaculture industries, while the third semester should be specific for each university, offering specific courses or modules of interest for foreign students.

4. The first two semesters should be done at the home university and the third, at another host university. In principle, the fourth semester is for research and thesis preparation and should be executed at the home university, or, in special cases, at the host university.

5. Other NACEE members, namely, research institutions, should be included in the process of higher education as partners, providing facilities and mentors for the scientific work of students.

6. The diploma of the Master of Science course should be issued by the home university, together with a diploma supplement. NACEE should issue some kind of diploma or certificate that will be an addition to the two basic documents. The meaning and structure of the NACEE diploma will be discussed later.

7. All universities inside the NACEE network should start the process of recognition of courses and ECTS in order to promote student mobility.

8. All members agreed to start the preparation of a TEMPUS project on the subject of Master of Science in Aquaculture and Fisheries.

9. The responsible persons to initiate the process are: dr. Á. Horváth (Szent István University) and prof. B. Glamuzina (University of Dubrovnik). They will be supported by: prof. Tylik (Kaliningrad State Technical University), prof. Pilipenko (Kherson State Agrarian University), dr. Jan Kouřil (University of South Bohemia), prof. A. Ivanc (University of Sarajevo) and dr. I. Metaxa (“Dunărea de Jos” University).

The work of the Working Group on Education in Aquaculture was finished with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding by the 16 universities present at the 3rd Meeting of NACEE Directors at Dubrovnik/Slano, Croatia. The most important section of the MoU is as follows:

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to further the following objectives:

1.To develop co-operative and collaborative activities to further mutually reinforcing interests of the signatory institutions and programmes.

2. To develop higher education and research, development and technology transfer in the field of aquaculture and fisheries and related activities as may be of mutual interest to the signatories.

3. To facilitate the following:

(a) Promote, as appropriate, beneficial exchange of graduate students between the participating parties.

(b) Promote the exchange of study programs and curricula by using the facilities of NACEE web page.

(c) Develop a joint degree of Master of Sciences in Aquaculture and Fisheries and prepare a project proposal for Tempus and other sources of funding.

4. The coordination of the Joint Degree program and the Tempus tender presentation should be the responsibility of either Szent István University, Hungary or the University of South Bohemia, Czech Republic.

The full version of the MOU is attached to this report.

